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life-time.   Nothing will please me better than to visit your
great country some day."
Harijan, 27-8-1938                                                      M. D.
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LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE

One must feel happy that the danger of war has been
averted for the time being. Is the price paid likely to be
too great? Is it likely that honour has been sold? Is it
a triumph of organized violence ? Has Herr Hitler discovered
a new technique of organizing violence which enables
him to gain his end without shedding blood? I do not
profess to know European politics. But it does appear to
me that small nationalities cannot exist in Europe with
their heads erect. They must be absorbed by their larger
neighbours.   They must become vassals.

Europe has sold her soul for the sake of a seven days'
earthly existence. The peace Europe gained at Munich
is a triumph of violence; it is also its defeat. If England
and France were sure of victory, they would certainly have
fulfilled their duty of saving Czechoslovakia or of dying
with it. But they quailed before the combined violence of
Germany and Italy. But what have Germany and Italy
gained? Have they added anything to the moral wealth
of mankind ?

In penning these lines my concern is not with the
great powers. Their height dazes me. Czechoslovakia has a
lesson for me and us in India. The Czechs could not have
done anything else when they found themselves deserted by
their two powerful allies. And yet I have the hardihood
to say that, if they had known the use of non-violence as a
weapon for the defence of national honour, they would
have faced the whole might of Germany with that of Italy
thrcvvn in. They would have spared England and France
the humiliation of suing for a peace which was no peace;
and to save their honour they would have died to a man
without shedding the blood of the robber. I must refuse to